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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-8 
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: January 9, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F, JWC
Date of Analysis: January 11, 2018
Type of Action: Agreement authorization and designation of oversight agency 
Bill Summary: This bill approves and authorizes the Project Partnership Agreement between the Department of the Army and City of Jacksonville for Big Fishweir Creek restoration. The Engineering and Construction Management Division of the Department of Public Works will oversee the project.
Background Information: This legislation is necessary because urbanization, including encroachment along the banks of Big Fishweir Creek, and sediment transported by storm events have covered the natural creek bottom. This has caused a degradation of the natural habitat of the creek and creek banks. Big Fishweir Creek, which is classified by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection as a Florida Class III Waterbody, should be swimmable and fishable but in its current condition it is not. The United States Army Corps of Engineers-sponsored project will remove sediment buildup and nuisance and invasive vegetation, plant native emergent vegetation, and reconnect wetlands in Big Fishweir Creek from U.S. 17 to the St. Johns River. The removal of contaminated sediments and the restoration of the natural ecosystem will enhance and help improve the health of the St. Johns River.
Policy Impact Area: Big Fishweir Creek restoration
Fiscal Impact: No new costs to the city. Total project estimate $6,539,700, with the City responsible for 35 percent of the costs. Funds were appropriated in previous two years’ budgets ($1.6 million in 2017 budget and $966,375 in 2016 budget). No expected maintenance costs for the first five years after dredging. 
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